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Prevent the dissolution of the Department of History and Philosophy of Science at ELTE


“To:  whom it may concern; officials at ELTE 
It is my understanding that Eötvös Loránd University (ELTE) is considering the dissolution of the Department of History and Philosophy of Science at the Faculty of Science. As a member of the international community of History and Philosophy of Science, I urge you to reconsider. 
The academic accomplishments of the members of the Department of History and Philosophy of Science at ELTE are recognized around the globe. They publish in widely-read journals, attend international conferences, and have been active in the advancement of the field at large. The department contributes greatly to the international renown of ELTE and its dissolution would negatively impact the university's international standing. It would also deprive the international community of a productive and contributing center of scholarship. 
Based on this, I, the undersigned, request that ELTE, the Faculty of Science of ELTE, Prof. Dr. István Klinghammer (Rector), Dr. Mózes Székely (Head of Center for Scientific Innovation and Grant Affairs) and anyone else involved seek a solution which would not result in the dissolution of the Department of History of Science. 
Sincerely, 
The Undersigned”

A nyilatkozat és az aláírások elérhetők a //www.petitiononline.com/hpselte" http://www.petitiononline.com/hpselte webcím alatt.

2005. március 17-éig összesen 395 tudománytörténész, tudományfilozófus és a Tudománytörténet és Tudományfilozófia szakmához közel álló kutató támogatta a nyilatkozatot.

Néhány aláírás és idézet:


Sir Roger Penrose OM, FRS
Emeritus Rouse Ball Professor of Mathematics
University of Oxford 

Adolf Grünbaum 
Andrew Mellon Professor of Philosophy of Science
Research Professor of Psychiatry 
Chairman of the Center for Philosophy of Science 
University of Pittsburgh 
"I hasten to reply to your worrisome and disturbing E-mail of today concerning the dire possibility that the HPS Department at ELTE might simply be abolished, along with the dismissal of such excellent, well-known professors as M. Redei and L. Szabo. [...] I am writing to say that I am eager to be one of the signatories of the general statement [...] I ask that you please convey my high regard for Professors Redei and Szabo to the relevant officials at ELTE. [...]"

James Lennox 
Professor, History and Philosophy of Science 
Director, Center for Philosophy of Science 
University of Pittsburgh, USA 
"You are fortunate to have an internationally respected unit in History and Philosophy of Science. To dissolve this highly regarded department would be a mistake."

Saul Fisher 
President, International Society for History of Philosophy of Science (HOPOS)     
"The ELTE HPS Department is a core research group in HPS in Central and Eastern Europe, and a key player in re-development of humanistic studies generally in the region. The loss of the HPS Department would be a defeat that goes well beyond ELTE."

George Gale
Professor of Philosophy & Physical Science 
University of Missouri-Kansas City 
Executive Secretary, Philosophy of Science Association 

Michael Dickson
Professor
University of South Carolina
"As Editor of the journal _Philosophy of Science_, I have reasonable acquaintance with work being done in HPS around the world. The HPS Department at ELTE has a solid international reputation. It would be a loss for the community, and a very clear loss for the reputation of ELTE, should its HPS Department be dissolved."

Dr. Hans-Jörg Rheinberger
Director, Max Planck Institute for the History of Science, Berlin, Germany 
Molecular biologist, Historian of Science
“The bad news regarding History and Philosophy of Science at Eotvos University cause serious concern. At a moment where this discipline is shaping a new identity in many countries of Europe and where there is a prospect of developing history and philosophy of science into a vigorous cultural mediator between science and society at large, it is utterly deplorable to face the possibility that a well functioning unit of History and Philosophy of Science in Hungary is facing its dissolution because of short term difficulties. I would like to strongly appeal to the responsible authorities to rethink and change their present plans.”


Peter Galison
Mallinckrodt Prof. of the History of Science and Physics
Harvard University
"I was extremely troubled to learn that the great Eotvos University--which all of us admire so much--is contemplating the elimination of its history and philosophy of science.  This is a field that is just now growing enormously not only in the United States, but throughout Europe as well. The Max Planck Institute in Germany, for instance, has grown into a major world center, the Centre Koyre in Paris has expanded enormously, and the principal sites here, including Chicago, Princeton, Stanford, Penn, Yale, and Harvard all have revitalized and significantly expanded their programs.  All are concerned with historical, philosophical, and science policy questions that are of the first importance now and surely will remain so during the coming decades.
Budapest has long maintained true strength in this area, and it is in part because of this enormously illustrious tradition that I so worry about the information I have received about a possible closing.  If there is anything that I or my colleagues can do to encourage the continuation and bolstering of HPS at the Eotvos, please let me know."

John Earman
University Professor
Department of History and Philosophy of Science; Department of Philosophy
University of Pittsburgh 

Dr Jeremy Butterfield
Senior Research Fellow in Philosophy of Physics
All Souls College, Oxford University, England 

Yehuda Elkana 
Rector, Central European University
Corresponding member of IAHS 
Founding editor of Science in Context 

Alan C. Bowen
Director
Institute for Research in Classical Philosophy and Science 
Princeton, NJ, USA 

David B. Malament 
Distinguished Professor of Logic and Philosophy of Science
UC Irvine 

Don Howard 
Department of Philosophy Prog. in Hist. & Phil. of Science  
Univ. of Notre Dame; USA 
"This is a superb program with an internationally well-known and respected faculty. Closing the program will do nothing but bring shame to the university."

Professor Peter Lipton 
Head of Department History and Philosophy of Science 
Cambridge University 

Professor Simon Schaffer 
University of Cambridge 

Nuel Belnap
Alan Ross Anderson Distinguished Professor of Philosophy 
Professor of the History and Philosophy of Science 
Professor in the Intelligent Systems Program
University of Pittsburgh 

Leonid Zhmud
senior academic researcher 
Institute for the History of Science 
Russian Academy of the Sciences 

Howard Stein
Professor Emeritus
Dept. of Philosophy and Committee on the Conceptual Foundations of Science 
University of Chicago 

Christopher Cullen
Director, Needham Research Institute 
Cambridge
"Failure to understand the history of science leads to failure to understand its possible futures - not a good idea for Hungary!"

Jean-Pierre Dupuy 
Professor of Philosophy, CREA - Ecole Polytechnique, Paris, France 
Professor of French and Italian Studies, Stanford University

Dr. James Ladyman 
Senior Lecturer, Department of Philosophy, University of Bristol 
Co-editor of The British Journal for the Philosophy of Science 
Honorary Secretary of The British Society for the Philosophy of Science

Elliott Sober 
Hans Reichenbach Professor 
Philosophy Department  
University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI, USA

John D. Norton 
Chair and Professor (Adj. Philosophy) 
Department of History and Philosophy of Science 
University of Pittsburgh 

Robert B. Griffiths 
Otto Stern Professor of Physics 
Carnegie-Mellon University


***

Néhány további, aláírások mellé csatolt megjegyzés, a teljesség igénye nélkül:


"We have just begun making international connections with Hungary in the field of history of science and science education. It would be a pity to loose this promising association."
Dr. Arthur Stinner
Professor of Science Education, University of Manitoba
President, IHPST group

"As a former guest of the Rektor of Collegium Budapest and a philosopher of science, I strongly believe that the vitality of the sciences at ELTE is enhanced by the presence of the history and philosophy of science department."
James R. Griesemer
Professor and Incoming Chair of Philosophy
Director, Science and Technology Studies 
Member of the Center for Population Biology 
University of California, Davis 

"The HPS Department of ELTE plays a crucal role in the philosophy of science across Europe and its dissolution would represent a serious loss to the European academic community."
Robert C. Bishop 
University of Oxford

"The work of the scholars in the HPS group at ELTE is highly regarded across the world. For example, the Spanish Ministry of Education and Science has funded several visits by PhD students of mine to Budapest in order to work with Profesor Miklos Redei and his colleagues. Such funding would stop at once were the HPS dept closed and its staff laid off."
Dr. Mauricio Suarez 
Professor Titular (Tenured Professor) 
Dept of Logic and Philosophy of Science 
Universidad Complutense de Madrid 

"This Department does some distinguished work and it would be a grave error, in my view, to close it down. To do so would affect the reputation of the Eotvos University adversely internationally."
John Worrall
Professor of Philosophy of Science 
London School of Economics

"EU philosophers of physics have been consolidating their relationships with one another in recent years and now represent a real EU-wide research group. Professors Redei and Szabo have played a prominent role in this; it would be a tragedy for the HPS department at Eotvos University to be shut down at this time."
Simon Saunders 
Reader in philosopher of physics, Oxford University

"I am very concerned at the possibility of closure of the HPS Department at Eotvos University. I have known Dr Miklos Redei and his work for many years and have the highest regard for his scholarly achievements. The recent work of Dr L E Szabo on the foundations of relativity theory is also known to me, and I admire it. It would be a great loss to the international community working in this area, and a blow to the prestige of the University, were the Department where these respected scholars work to be closed."
 Harvey R Brown 
Reader in Philosophy, University Lecturer in Philosophy of Physics

"The dept. at ELTE is one of the finest centres for history and philosophy of science in Europe. Dissolving it would be an intellectual catastrophe."
Dr. Jeanne Peijnenburg 
Associate Professor Epistemology 
Vice-dean of the Faculty of Philosophy, Groningen, The Netherlands 
Head of Groningen Research Institute for Philosophy (GRIPh

"The department has an excellent reputation and should not be closed."
Stephan Hartmann 
Director Centre for Philosophy of Natural and Social Science 
London School of Economics and Political Science 

"It is in the interest of the university to keep this successful group of internationally well-known researchers."
David Atkinson 
professor of theoretical physics


"The HPS dept at ELTE is respected internationally. Its loss would hurt the field."
John Ongley
Asst Prof, Phil, Edinboro Univ of PA

"Like many others, I agree that the department has a strong reputation and should not be dissolved. This would be a most unfortunate decision, and I strongly urge that those responsible for it reconsider."
Dr. J. McKenzie Alexander
(Senior) Lecturer Department of Philosophy, Logic and Scientific Method
London School of Economics

"Members of the Department of HPS at ELTE have an international reputaion for excellence. It would be a terrible loss to the international community of scholars and to the Hungarian system of higher education to dissolve this department. I urge those in office who are deciding on this matter in the strongest terms NOT to dissolve the HPS Department at ELTE. This is a personal statement, meaning that it should not be construed as representing the views of the organizations to which I have indicated an affiliation. " 
Frederick M. Kronz 
Professor / The University of Texas at Austin 
Panelist/National Science Foundation (NSF) 
Member/Philosophy of Science Association (PSA) 

"I completely agree with the letters by Prof. Grunbaum and Prof. Galison on the possible dissolution of the Department of History and Philosophy of Science at ELTE. It would be an enormous mistake."
Leon Horsten
Professor, Center for Logic and Philosophy of Science, Institute of Philosophy
University of Leuven

"The Department has a very high international reputation, due to members such as Prof. Miklos Redei. It is a bastion of Philosophy of Science in Eastern Europe. Its dissolution would be considered as a major scandal in the academic world. "
Franz Dietrich
Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
University of Konstanz, Germany

"I am really shocked to learn that one of the best centres for History and Philosophy of Science in Central and Eastern Europe is to be closed for unclear reasons. Those who are going to vote for the Department's dissolution should know that they will cause a big loss not only for the Hungarian history and philosophy of science but for all those involved in different forms of international cooperation together with the members of the Department of HPS at ELTE."
Lilia Gurova
Assoc. Prof. in History and Philosophy of Science 
New Bulgarian University
   
"I have the highest regard for Professor Redei's and Szabo's works. And I sincerely hope that a solution that prevents the dissolution of the HPS Department at ELTE can be found."
Otavio Bueno 
Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy
University of South Carolina, USA

"I strongly endorse the petition. The HPS department has a truly international dimension. This would be the wrong decision in the context of the recent enlargement of the European Union and of deepening pan-European collaboration."
Guido Bacciagaluppi 
IHPST 13 rue du Four 75006 Paris, France 

"With faculty like George Kampis, this would be most counter-productive!"
Robert E. Ulanowicz
Professor 
Univ. Maryland Centre for Environmental Sci. 
Chesapeake Biological Laboratory 

"The HPS Department at Eotvos is one of the best in the world. It has an academic history and tradition that cannot be measured in financial terms (and anyway it seems the financial argument currently put forward by university mangement at Eotvos is flawed). The HPS department at Eotvos has provided guidance to scholars around the world, and is always extremely well represented and well received at international conferences. This field is one of the most alive, viable, and respected ones in Philosophy and the Eotvos department has been instrumental in contributing to this discipline. It willbe a very sad day for Philosophy if Deans and other managers at Eotvos do not realise the consequences of closing down this department." 
Professor Emma Ruttkamp 
Professor of Philosophy, University of Johannesburg, South Africa 
Member of Executive Committee, Philosophical Association of Southern Africa
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