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There are a few different approaches to analyze classical problems of the relationships between knowledge and power. In this lecture we will suggest a hermeneutic perspective for the analysis and try to show some of its implications. 

First we try to disclose the most important presuppositions behind the Baconian idea: ‘knowledge is power.’ In his ‘The New Organon -or True Directions Concerning the Interpretation of Nature’ and in his another works the nature itself represents the fundamental constituent of the contexts of understanding and praxis. Hence the significance of a really crucial problem can be seen: what is the nature of these contexts? Are they given or not? Moreover, if a context is not given (e.g. via tradition) who is the creator of it, and how does this creation proceed? Taking into account some ideas of Shapin, Schaffer, Latour and those of a few another authors the answers of a hermeneutic perspective to these questions will be suggested. 

Based on the results of this analysis we try to overview the positions of Marx, Nietzsche, Freud, Heidegger, Mannheim and others in these questions and try to sketch a typology of treatments of the knowledge – power relationships. 

