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Sociophysics

o Term: Quetelet: sociophysics — Comte: sociology

@ Aim: understanding the collective behavior of people in a
society in terms of their opinions, attitudes or decisions
e Application: opinion formation, cultural dissemination,

crowd behavior, political polarization, rumor spreading

o Method: statistical physics, agent-based models,

computational social science, game theory
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Readings

pp and Why the Difference Matters
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Department of History and Philosophy of Science
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From the open society to the closed society:
reconsidering Popper on natural and social science
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Complex Adaptive Systems

What is a Complex System?

James Ladyman, James Lambert
Department of Philosophy, University of Bristol, U.K.
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Future

@ Physical models of social phenomena

@ Social psychology: what are the relevant features of the

agents?



